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THK “P.R” bag. 

Editor is vot responsible for the opinions of Correspo.aent, 3 

DEAR Eduok -Can anyone tell me of easy and really inteiestinK book, 
of English, Roman and Greek history, for children who love the Lay, 

AiJntRonie, but do not ^ave had. so^f 

were very dry and others too childish. I should also like to know if there 
is anv book of heroic deeds, done in our own time, the sort of thin^ that i! 
in th'e papers every now and then, and like some articles in the Strand 
Magazine-" Winners of the Albert Medal, and an article of the same 
sort in the English Illustrated some time ago, about a man who lost 
his life putting down a bit of rail to save an express train, he saw coming 
going off the line. I should very much like to know of a book with short 
interesting lives of such men as Watt and Stephenson, or other celebrated 
inventors, for a little boy who is extremely interested in steam engines and 
inventions. I should also like to know' of an instruction -book with a very 
easy polka and valse, for a lady who has given up music for nearly 30 years 
but would like to play just a little for her children to dance to. Is Mrs. 
Curwen’s book the easiest and best for a little girl to learn the piano from 
who is not musical and must for a time be taught by an incompetent 
mother? I have got a Vaudois governess for my girl and boy, aged 
respectively 10 and 7 ; the governess cannot play at all but she looks after 
the children well, and is in so many ways the right sort of person, that I 
do not want to part with her. The children go to the Academy here for a few 
classes, and my little girl had music lessons there for one quarter, but she 
did not learn her notes or get cn at all, and I do not want to give her 
expensive lessons just now I try to teach her, and she is good and says 
she likes her music the best of her lessons, and I want to know what book 
to get; she is not musical and will probably never play, but I think she 
ought to learn for a time, and have the chance of trying to play. I thought 
I was being sensible when I gave up my music, but when 1 married and 
went to Ceylon I should have been so glad to have even played the hymns 
in church, and living in the country here, I wish I could play a little for 
the children. My children are delicate, as they have had a good deal of 
fever in Ceylon, and they do not do many lessons. They lie down part of 
every ay and their governess is willing to read to them by the hour, and 
that IS why I want to know of so many suitable books. 

Yours faithfully, P-C. 

K'*^keus, the writer of the letter in the February rarenn' 


lanuarv loth tE ^ tit^och interested to read in the Guardian^- 

Radlev^CoUe Je 1 Retreat of Tutors and Schoolmasters £ 

colleges were represented, and the tone 0 
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meeting seems to have been most earnest Whiles .u ' 

agreement that there had been a deridpri a ^ general 

teaching at our public schools, much it was felt^nJeH "I ’’eligious 
it more practical, more permanent and less superficial^ 
appointed to consider the selection of passages for Bi’br^ ^ committee was - 
of devotion for boys, and preparation for communion. “I 

labours will be awaited with much interest. ' ‘ 

In the same issue was a report of a sermon nreacheH ar c;, c ■ . 

Southwark, by the Archbishop of Canterbury before the Head Teachers: 
Conference he subject of his discourse was -The Conscience.” t 
IS not infallible as some suppose, but must be educated like any other 
faculty, and in the same way, viz., by use. As in other kinds of education 
we have our great text-book, the Bible, and elementary hand-books in the 
creeds and catechisms, but these are not enough, we need practice - VVe 
have to make the pupil apply the text-book to his daily life, to get him to 
live by it ; to practise the love of God ; to practise the love of his neighbour 
in all its various forms and details ; to practise the great principles of truth; 
of justice, of purity , to practise that which is noblest of all things that 
can characterize the character of man ; to practise self-sacrifice. But to 
induce his pupils to educate their consciences, the educator must begin by 
educating his own. He has to use his conscience, reverencing it, as the 
poet says, as his king, obeying its slightest hint, watching over his conduct 
to see that there shall be nothing which contradicts the great law that he 
has within himself.” 

In “ What is a University?” the Spectator (February 12th) shows that 
England, France, Germany, Scotland, and the United States have very 
different types of Universities, and considers that when London at some 
future date obtains a University, the American form is probably on the 
whole the most suitable. The writer observes incidentally that a sum of 
two millions will not be too much to found it adequately. 

Hearth and Home, February 17th, devotes its first leading article to 
the “ Feeding of School Girls,” and asserts that girls of the well-to-do class 

who go to day schools are ill fed and improperly fed. 

^ Pater Jenior. 


P.N.E.U. NOTES. 

Edited by Miss Fkanck.s Blogg. Sec.. 28, Victoria Street, S.H . 

To whom all Hon. Local Secs, aie requested to send reports 0/ all 
matters of interest connected with their branches, also 30 copies 
of any prospectuses or other papers they may prin 


NEW BRANCHES. 

The Executive Committee has been approached with a view to starting 
Branches in the following places : 

Bradford. 

Manchester. 

Darlington. 
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C0tc«K.«-H.n. Sec,, Powell, Gi. 

Nottingham. 

CKo".o“™N.m.s „,ey be sen. pro ten.. P. Rands, Ks,„ 3 

Benshani Manor Road. 

Streatham, 

Beckenham. 


ENFiEU).-Hon. Sec., pro tern., Mrs. Smee, Wyndcroft. Old Park Road, 
Dover. 

BRUSSEr..s. 

Oxford. 

Truro. 

Exeter. 

Taunton. 

Leamington. 

Leice.ster. 

Tunbridge \Vell.s.— Hon. Sec., pro tern., A. H. Hatch, Esq., Park 
House, Southborough. 

Bournemouth. 

Dublin. 

Cardiff. 

Florence. 

Readers of the Parents' Review living in these districts, or having 
friends there, are asked to communicate with Miss Blogg -j 


The Library Committee beg to acknowledge with many thanks the gift 
of the following book. Childhood and Youth of Our Lord, by Rev. J. 
Brough, M..\., from Mr. Hallam Murray. 


Belgravia.— Hon. Treas. : Mrs. F. H. Anson. Hon. Sec. : Mrs. 
Cockburn, 39, Elvaston Place. — Dr. Schofield delivered a most interesting 
lecture to this branch on Jan. 26th, at 41, Queen’s Gate Gardens (by kind 
permission of Mrs. ShirrefF Hilton) on “ Education as addressed to the 
unconscious mind.” This education or training goes on whether we will or 
no— all through life, but more especially in childhood when the mind is 
"''a important than education given intentionally 

an y irect precept and it only has any power to overcome the strong 
influences of heredity on the character. Dr. Schofield reminded the 
members of the Union of their motto, telling as it does of unconscious 
aming o t e whole being, “ Education is an atmosphere, a discipliuc> ® 
or th. . '^°^?."•’^^heard him must have felt more than ever responsjbe 

hefwill h v", their children. It is impossjb - 

Imouidinl Tu'’ never-ceasing education given by 

about to Ibii/ K with pleasure that Dr. Schofield 

wh"c" heCke ^0 X " " 
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Hyde Park and Bayswater— h ^ ~ “ 

'bridge Gardens, W. — On January i8th M^is P'^^nklin, 9, Pern- 

College, Leeds), lectured at 23 Linden J? ® (of the Yorkshire 

Mrs. Pixley). Mr. F. Pixley occupied the Permission of 

how the simplest objects in nature surh k lu ^'"'Pson showed 

nating seeds, may be made of interest m nL-m ’ '^^^-buds, and germi- 
become familiar with some of nature’s se "'Idren, and how they may 

the lecture by some lovely X^n shows ^heiHusLted 

present. A lecture by Miss Metzke on "lembers 

given on February i8th.-On March’ 4th Mr^ 

lecture on ‘‘Art in Education,” at 5 o’clock kti7 P<' b™a "'^“"’^house will 

permission of Dr. Gladstone FR^ u 

Lrch a^nd, a, , o VI oS m Brva™.„; ^ " I «bair).-Oa 

I Annan Brvref Hr Q k ' (by kind permission of Mrs. 

M R n ^ ^‘^horstem will lecture on ” Signs of Overpressure ” 

N ,B. Owing to an error m the correction of the proofs of the^‘‘ Notes ” 
last month notices of general information about the Union were published 
under the heading of ” Hyde Park and Bayswater Branch.” Miss Blogg 
is anxious to apologise for the mistake. 

HAIVIP.STEAD.— A well attended meeting was held on February nth, at 
Heddon Court, when H. A. Nesbitt, Esq , M.A.. read a most interesting 
paper on “ Ihe leaching of History.” The chair was taken by H. F. 
Stallard, hsq., M.A. Mr. Nesbitt spoke of the use a knowledge of history 
was in actual life and its influence in forming the mind and the character. 
As an examination subject nothing was less well adapted. The lecturer 
advised that one important date should be picked out in each century 
which should be learnt by heart, and by association with this date others 
could be learnt. All fonns of memorta technica were strongly disapproved 
of. In teaching the subject he advocated, first, a thorough study of the 
period by the teachers from many sources. The lecture or lesson should 
be given, not read, the pupils being allowed to make no notes. At the end 
of the lesson a few heads should be dictated by the teachers to the pupils, 
who with this help alone should then be expected to write out the lesson, 
which would be an excellent means of teaching composition at the same 
time. The pupil should be allow’ed (and encouraged) to use books after 
the lesson, not before it. — The nurses’ talks continue to be greatly appre- 
ciated. The fresh minds of those who attend carry away much of what 
they hear. There are two more talks, which will be given by Miss Wells, 
A.F.S., on “ The Will and the Divine Life in the Child.” 

Forest Hill.— 'J he inaugural meeting of this branch was held on 
Friday, January 28th, at Honor Oak Road, S.E. (by kind permission of 
Mrs. Laing Gordon.) Mr. Rooper gave a most interesting account of the 
formation of the Union, and dwelt on the principles and aims which it 
advocates, especially in the training of character and habit in children. 
Miss Blogg followed w'ith a description of the various organisations an 
developments of the Union, and details as to the organisatioii and main- 
tenance of local branches. The meeting was a very successful one, an a 
the close many of those present expressed their wish to 
Th. chair wa. taken by the Kc». A. F. R- Bird, M A .ho o-to' y 


^ by 

expressed his sympathy and interest in the movement, 
thanks concluded the proceedings. 
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The usual vote of 
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4 ,,srr."B““irto hYro”*Amy‘shepp^^^^ “ Nul:™"', 

S=i; J - 'if r..tS 

SS ng to the excellent address winch was delivered by Dr. Amy Shepp,J 
^The Lt meeting was hdd on hebruary a6th, at Monkbams (b, 
invitation ot Mrs A. F. HiHs). »*en the lee urer was A. WestUk! 
Andrews, Esq.. FR.G.S., F.R.Htst.S,, etc who lectured on ■■ Games.- 
HlGHGATE— A meeting of this branch uas held on February 4th 

4 Broadlands Road, xvhen Mr. Simmons, M.A., Headmaster of University 

College Preparatory School, gave a most interesting and scholarly paper 
on “ The Teaching of Latin and Greek in Schools, which was greatly 
appreciated by the audience, and this branch for certain, and it is 
to be hoped many others also, will eagerly look forward to reading it in the 
pages of the Parents' Review. 

St. John’s Wood.— On January 12th, the fourth meeting of the St. 
John’s Wood branch of the P.N.E.U. was held at 8, Carlton Hill (by kind 
permission of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Perrin). The chair was taken by Miss 
Hall, curator of the Whitechapel Museum. A most interesting and 
instructive address was given by Professor Boulger, on “ London Trees. ” 
Harrow. — A very interesting lecture was given at the Victoria Hall, 
Harrow, on February 8th, by Dr. Helen Webb, on “ Neurotic Children,” in 
connection with the Union. Mrs. Jerry Barrett in the chair. In the course 
of Dr. Webb’s address, she remarked that neurotic child en require room 
to grow, and those about them should be reverent and reticent ; advice 
which is sometimes perhaps difficult to remember in practical daily life, 
and is also difficult to carry out even though one is conscious of its wisdom. 
She went on to say that there are two classes of neurotic children ; the 
protected and the unprotected ; and that those who have to deal with the 
second class should be careful to see and recognize the danger signals; 
for that, unless there was great care taken these children would run the 
risk of having their minds warped and mutilated before they come to 
maturity. Ihe lecture throughout was exceedingly suggestive, and it is a 
real matter for regret that members who attend lectures of local branches 


»P_ 


cannot find it in their hearts— or should one rather say in their “courage 
to open up discussion on some point by a suggestive question or two. 

Wimbledon.— O n January 28th, at Mrs. Ingram Walker’s, a paper was 
read upon “ Classical Education,” by C. D. Olive, Esq., in which he urged 
two great advantages of the classics as a basis of studies. The Chairman, 
r ^““'"^"■J^hnson (who had kindly taken the place of Mr. C. Tyrrel 
Giles, M.P unavoidably absent), agreed with lecturer, and after a brief 
discussion the meeting closed. During the Christmas holidays there have 

en?r T ‘'^'^Pentry classes, which the pupils have greaty 

enjoyed. Several of the boys had joined last year also and were able to 
make good progress in their second attempts. „ ,, 

(kindD^rTr^AJ"^®‘'"^ Fe^bruary 10th, in the Abbey HaJ 

!nlS, V, "'i Son,). a most intorest.ng 

A>) / given by Mr Stanley De Brath, 

ndations of Success, on “ Nervous Overstrain in Education.” ^ 
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lecture, which was illustrated by diao-ro ^ ~ — 

attention. The chairman, Mr. H. I 

University Extension College, contributed so infve 

the subject of the lecture, as also did Dr H valuable remarks on 

There was a good attendance.— The fir<=r w, ' . Gilford, F.R.C.S. 

Club for this year was held in the Abbev Natural History 

Mr. Penson took the chair, and there were hefw " 3ist, at 6 p.m. 

parents present. The secretary. Miss Hart n " and 

pamphlet was ready containing a critical list of k’ ‘^lat a penny 

Natural History Club Committee on vSour^uTal^H 

is hoped that all members will use it Mr vv history subjects. It 

simple and interestine address nn fKo i excellemly 

coloured maps and pLs td a larle a^nd T ^y 

rock specimens. tL chiffiren il Z 

he hopped he had stirred :lTon ert:'l 

interesting subject. The next meeUn^ of the n r'"'"’ ^ 

February zist.in Abbey Hall at 6 o’Ick when C e 1 : ‘"’b n 

lantemifidei'" ^ "lectur’e wiffi 


Tunbridge Wells and DisiRicx.-The inaugural meeting of this 
branch was held in Ihe Parochial Hall, Souihborough, on December i6th 
Ihe chair was taken by Rev. R. A. Bull. Mrs. E. L. Franklin read an 
interesting paper on the origin, scope, and methods of the P.N.E U. After 
the lecture there was a short adjournment, during which twenty-five 
members were enrolled. Then a committee meeting was held. Rev. R. 
A. Bull, Mrs. Hopkins, Mrs. Wilkinson, and A. H. Hatch, Esq. (hon. sec. 
pro tern.) were elected to serve as an executive committee, with power to 
co-opt not more than eight others. The annual subscription was fixed at 
loj*., to include the Pa?'ents' Review, or 4^*. without it. Those who wish to 
join this branch are requested to write to the hon. sec. pro A, H. 
Hatch, Esq., Park House, Southborough, who will be glad to give any 
further information. 


Folkestone. —A delightful lecture in connection with the P.N.E.U. 
took place at the Town Hall, Folkestone, on Saturday, February 5th, when 
Mr. Harmsworth- Jackson gave a most interesting account of his experiences 
in the Arctic regions and of his meeting with Dr. Nansen on the ice. 
Besides members, a large contingent of th.e Folkestone public was present. 
A committee meeting was held on Monday, February 7th, at 28, Castle 
Hill, to arrange matters concerning forthcoming lectures. Ihe Rev. W. 
C. Compton, headmaster of Dover College, has kindly promised to give a 
lantern lecture on “ Palestine,” on March 3^^* March Mrs. 

Franklin will lecture on “ What we mean by Education,” and on May 6th, 
Mrs. Steinthal, on “ Art in the Nurser)^” 

Birkenhead. — On Wednesday, January 26th, Mrs. Hallowes gave a 
suggestive talk on the “ Need of Sincerity towards our Children,” which 
was followed by discussion. The meeting was well attended, and was held 
(hy kind permission of Rev. Elmer Harding) in St. Aidan s College. Three 
uew members joined at the close of the meeting. 
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'TTTThTltoli meeting will take place (by the kind invitati„ 

EAST \ ^he Moat Croft, Upperton. The lecture will be giv." 

of Mrs. Cardwel ) subject, “ Music as a factor in education 

by George February nth, a lecture was 

b “,“™r.o*per. at Caple-ne-Ferue (by Itiud petmissS'", 

by 1. G. Koop , u j Collingwood as an Educationalist. ’ tl 

r. the” chair ,n the place of the Rev. H. J. Grahl:; 

^ ^ to attend at the last moment. Ihe next meeting will be 

1 TSay March 22nd, at 33, Marina (by kind permission of Mrs A. C. 
R thT when Mrs. Wilberforce will give an address on Family life.” 
SCAKBOKOUGH.-Owing to bereavement the Bishop of Hull has post- 
poLd his meeting until after his term of res.dence m York is over. 

^ BolTON.-A meeting was held at Hetlands (by kind permission of Mrs. 
Crook) on Monday, February ;th, when Levana was discussed. Mis. 
Knowles read a short paper giving her impressions of the book, and 
other members took part in the discussion. '1 here was a good attendance. 

Farnworth.-A meeting was hel<i (by kind permission of Mrs. Nuttall) 
at Wellington House, on Monday, January 31st, when the Rev. H. E. 
Burgess. M A., read a very able paper on “ Disciplinaiy Methods.” 
The members who were present greatly enjoyed the paper and found it 
most suggestive and helpful. The next meeting will be at the Vicarage, 
when Miss Roberts will read a paper on “ Pestalozzi,” as Miss Mason is 
prevented from coming. 

Chichester. — It has been arranged that the first lecture will be given 
by Mrs. Franklin, hon. organizing sec., at 3 o’clock, on Tuesday, 22nd 
February, in the Council Chamber (by the kind permission of the Mayor). 
Particulars of the other lectures will be duly notified beforehand. 


Edinburgh.— On Tuesday afternoon, January 18th, Mr. J. Arthur 
Thomson read an exceedingly interesting paper, on “The Play of Animals. 
Dr. Clouston, whose paper, “ What the Brain has to do in Childhood besides 
being Educated,” was expected for this date, has been obliged to give up 
lecturing this winter on account of ill health. The meeting was held (by 
kind permission of Mrs. Whyte), at 7, Charlotte Square. Dr. Alex. Whyte 
in the chair, the large audience enjoyed greatly Mr. Ihomson s delight 
fully suggestive paper. The next meeting w'ill be held on Tuesda}, 
February 15th, at 29, Charlotte Square, w^hen John Marshall, Esq., ^ > 

LL.D., will deliver an address, entitled “ Naughty Boys.” 
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“ Education is an atmosphere, a discipline, a life.” 


WHY AND HOW SCIENCE SHOULD 
BE TAUGHT TO YOUNG CHILDREN.* 

By T. G. Roofer, M.A., H.M.I. 

Judging from letters in the newspapers and the reports of 
lectures by brilliant “ humanists ” and highly-cultured pro- 
fessors of ancient literature, there are still not a few able men 
who denounce the attempts that are being commonly made in 
all countries to introduce science teaching as a part of the 
course of general education. The fine old crusted classical 
scholar, who shows no understanding of the methods of 
modern science and no sympathy with its aims, writes and 
talks very superciliously of physiography and hygiene. 
Condemning such studies in good set terms, he writes on 
educational subjects somewhat pharisaically, thanking the 
Almighty that he is not as one of those educationalists who, 
to’promote their private fads, introduce such stuff as that into 
the school lessons. 

It is human to err, and students of education are no 
niore infallible than other students, but, since that prophecy 
— Lord Bacon’s favourite— is amply fulfilled which says, 
“Many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be 
increased,” educationalists can hardly be departing far from 
the judgment of common sense when they insist upon it that 
old plans of school instruction which are adhered to in such 
a conservative way that they remain wholly unaffected by 

* A paper read before the Derbv Branch of the P.N.E.U. 
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